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Golf course’s days may be numbered Health
centre
By TRACEY ROXBURGH

FRANKTON golf course’s days
look to be numbered if a recom
mendation to the full Queens
town Lakes District Council is
anything to go by.
On Tuesday, the council will
discuss the future of the nine
hole golf course, which sits on
the corner of State Highway 6
and Frankton Rd, near the
Queenstown Events Centre and
Queenstown Airport.
The course is situated partly
on recreation reserve, adminis
tered by the council, and partly
on Queenstown Airport land.

While the golf club’s lease
with the airport expired last
year, the course was occupying
the land on a monthbymonth
basis, with the airport advising
the land would be required in
2020.
The club’s lease with the
council expires next year and in
2003 the Queenstown Golf Club,
which operates the course, was
advised the lease would not be
renewed in its current form
because the land the course
occupied would be required for
‘‘two separate but different
uses’’, the report by community
services
general
manager

Paul Wilson said.
Clause 4 of the Renewal of
Lease stated: ‘‘in the public
interest some other sport, game
or recreational activity shall
have priority for the land . . .’’.
Mr Wilson said Transit, the
state highway roading authority,
required a ‘‘significant part of
the course’’ to provide for road
access to Frankton Flats, while
the Queenstown Events Centre
Trust would also need to include
significant parts of the golf
course, to cater to the sports
fields’ requirements for the next
20 years.
The trust’s strategic plan

showed the development had
been provided to, and discussed
with, the golf club.
Land Transport New Zealand
was also likely to require addi
tional land for State Highway 6
as traffic volumes increased.
Mr Wilson said the council
and the club had failed to reach
an agreement on alternative
sites.
‘‘The land occupied by the
Frankton golf course is critical
to the development of the
Queenstown Events Centre as it
is the only land that can be
developed for illuminated train
ing fields,’’ his report said.

The golf course was ‘‘well
used’’, with reported visits of
about 55,000 a year, and in the
year to August 31, 2009, the club
reported revenue of $149,589,
which doubled the following
year to $300,997.
The rent payable to the coun
cil was 5% of the gross annual
revenue, excluding GST, equat
ing to $7479 in 2009 and $15,049
in 2010.
Subject to funding being pro
vided for the events centre
expansion in next year’s annual
plan,
the
recommendation
before the council was for Lakes
Leisure to begin planning for

the redevelopment of golf
course land and for the golf club
to continue occupying the
reserve on a monthbymonth
basis.
If funding was not provided
for the expansion of the events
centre before June 30, 2015, it
was
recommended
Lakes
Leisure be requested to con
sider operating the golf course
on behalf of the council, until
such time as the land was
required for another purpose.
Frankton Golf Club chief
executive Michael Shattock
could not be contacted for com
ment yesterday.
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Funds lacking for
Dublin Bay appeal
By MARJORIE COOK

Mr Haworth said there was
some debate as to whether the
THE Upper Clutha Environmen Parkins Bay hearing would take
tal Society lacks the resources to place on February 13, as sched
appeal a decision granting Auck uled, ‘‘or whether the whole
lander Ted Hewetson resource thing could be done by legal
consent for a building platform submission’’.
at Dublin Bay but intends to
There had been no decision
continue working on three other from Mr Thorn or the society on
highprofile cases.
that issue yet, Mr Haworth said.
Mr Hewetson plans to build a
Parkins Bay Preserve Ltd, a
house on a shed site on a partnership of Glendhu Station
property on the eastern shores of landowners Bob and Pam McRae
Lake Wanaka, which has been and
Queenstownbased
golf
given a high profile in books and course designer and developer
television programmes by his John Darby, wants to build a $75
wife, celebrity chef Annabel million 18hole championship
Langbein.
golf course, a lakeside club
Society secretary and trea house, luxury lodge and accom
surer Julian Haworth said this modation units, and 42 residen
week that ‘‘the society does not tial homes on land at Parkins
have the resources to appeal, Bay on the southwestern shore
given its involve
line of Lake Wan
ment in three other
aka.
court cases’’.
In the Sharpridge
Those cases are
case, the appellant
the Parkins Bay golf
is the Sharpridge
course appeal; the
Trust. The Queens
Damper Bay case,
town Lakes District
involving the Te
Council
is
the
Araroa
Trail
respondent.
The
between Waterfall
society is involved
Creek and Glendhu
as a third party.
Bay; and the Sharp
The trust has
ridge Trust case,
been given appro
aEach case
involving a building
val for two building
platform.
platforms but is
costs about
All three cases
seeking three.
involve properties
The Damper Bay
$25,000
for
on
the
western
case is on hold.
shores of Lake Wan
The developers
expert
aka.
have applied for a
witnesses and
Mr Haworth said
High Court judicial
this
week
the
review of track con
b
expenses
.
.
.
society had about
sents issued for the
$4500 in the bank
Te Araroa Trail
— Julian Haworth
and costs could rise
and, among other
to $38,000.
things, are arguing
The society had to apply for the track should be realigned.
money from the Ministry for the These
issues
are
being
Environment’s Environmental mediated.
Legal Aid fund for the Sharp
One of the resource consent
ridge case, he said.
issues is the visibility of six
‘‘Each case costs about $25,000 proposed houses from the walk
for expert witnesses and expen ing track jointly built by the
ses plus around $13,000 of time Queenstown Lakes District
and expenses donated free by Council and the Otago Regional
the society. So $38,000 in total.’’
Council.
The Parkins Bay appeal of a
The judicial review has
consent granted in 2008 is being forced independent resource
brought by holiday home owner consent commissioner Trevor
Denis Thorn, the society and the Shiels to put the resource con
Upper Clutha Tracks Trust.
sent application on hold.
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Plenty to cheer about . . . Kahu Youth representatives celebrate the news a proposal to shift ‘‘The Crib’’ to larger premises has been approved
by the Queenstown Lakes District Council. They are (back from left) Jarrod Still (16), Kahu Youth Trust chairwoman Kim Tomlin, youth workers
Richard Elvey and Angela Griffiths, Manami Yagyu (17), Aaron Blackledge (19), Rob Harper (15), Luke Sanders (13), (front, from left) Bradley
PHOTO: LUCY IBBOTSON
Matthews (14), Samantha Haines (13) and Finn Fairbairn (14).
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Bigger premises for Kahu Youth
BY LUCY IBBOTSON
SUPPORTERS of Wanaka’s
Kahu Youth group will have all
the more reason to celebrate
when they take to the streets this
evening for the annual Wana
kafest street parade and party
after learning their bid to shift to
bigger premises has been suc
cessful.
The Kahu Youth Trust’s appli
cation for consent to convert the
former Wanaka Physiotherapy
building at 11 Russell St into a
youth venue has been approved
by the Queenstown Lakes Dis
trict Council.

News of the new venue came
amid preparations for this week
end’s
Kahu
Youthrun
festivities, being held as part of
Wanakafest.
New premises were needed
because increased participation
in local youth programmes had
created space problems at the
present venue, The Crib, located
beneath the Cinema Paradiso
building in Ardmore St, where
the trust has run its programmes
since 2009.
Trust chairwoman Kim Tomlin
said everyone associated with
Kahu Youth was ‘‘super excited’’
about the new premises, which

WANAKA Partly cloudy, slight W. 19° at 3pm.
QUEENSTOWN Some cloud, mod SW. 20° at 3pm.
CROMWELL Fine, light NW. 23°at 3pm.
ALEXANDRA Cloudy, calm. 21° at 3pm.

would double the space avail
able for activities.
Youth worker Richard Elvey
was ‘‘over the moon’’ consent
had been approved after nearly
two years spent trying to secure a
new venue.
‘‘It’s been a long, long, hard
road but we’ve got there — we’ve
finally got a proper longterm
home,’’ he said.
‘‘And it gives us room to grow
even more,’’ fellow youth worker
Angela Griffiths added.
News of the pending move has
been welcomed by Wanaka’s
young people, too.
‘‘It will be so cool. We’ll actu

TWIZEL Cloudy, gentle N. 16° at 4pm.
OTEMATATA Cloudy, light N. 15° at 4pm.
RANFURLY Cloudy, calm. 19° at 3pm.
OAMARU Cloudy, light NW. 18° at 4pm.
PALMERSTON Overcast, calm. 16° at 3pm.
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ally have a cool place to meet [a
dedicated education room] that’s
not real noisy,’’ Luke Sanders
(13) said.
Samantha Haines (13) was
looking forward to shifting to the
new venue as it ‘‘won’t be so
cramped’’, while having room to
play pool properly was a selling
point for Jarrod Still (16).
The new youth venue will
feature office space for two
youth workers, a loungekitchen
space, an education room and an
activities room. Relocation will
happen before the Christmas
school holidays, when funding
for rent has been secured.

showing
improved
returns
By HELENA DE REUS
CLUTHA Health First’s annual
financial report reveals an
organisation in much better
shape than the previous year.
Clutha Health First is run by
two parent companies both of
which reported surpluses.
Clutha Health Incorporated,
which owns and manages the
hospital buildings in
Balclutha, reported an
operating surplus of $288,363
for the year ending June 30,
2011, up from the previous
year’s surplus of $263,934.
Staff and hospital operator,
Clutha Community Health
Company Ltd, banked a
$134,113 operating profit,
bringing the company out of the
red from last year’s deficit of
$102,758.
Community Health chairman
Brian Dodds said it was a ‘‘very
solid’’ year and he was pleased
with the progress made on
many of the healthcare
provider’s ‘‘strategic goals’’.
He attributed the
improvements in finances to a
review of expenses conducted
last year as part of Clutha
Health First’s contract with the
Southern District Health
Board and a slight increase
in income, primarily from
ACC.
From July 1 this year,
Balclutha General
Practitioners Ltd was
amalgamated into Clutha
Community Health Company
Ltd to encourage better
integration, Mr Dodds said.
Clutha Health First bought
the GP practice in January
2008.
The amalgamated companies
posted an operating surplus of
$264,565, after last year’s
deficit of $32,591.
Mr Dodds said he was very
pleased with the figure as a
surplus of $48,871 was
budgeted for.
‘‘It’s a much better result
than forecast.’’
The amalgamation process
affected operations rather than
the financial side, and saw the
removal of the team leader
community, and team leader
inpatient and maternity
positions, he said.
These positions would be
replaced with the appointment
of a clinical director who
would cover all other clinical
roles within the group.
During the past year a
medical students study room
was constructed on the first
floor of the hospital.
This was partly funded by the
University of Otago Medical
School, which made a grant of
$10,000 towards the project.
helena.dereus@odt.co.nz

MIDDLEMARCH Not available.
DUNEDIN Cloudy, light E. 17° at 3pm.
MOSGIEL Cloudy, gentle N. 17° at 3pm.
BALCLUTHA Cloudy, light W. 18° at 2.15pm.
GORE Cloudy, mod NW. 19° at 3pm.
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